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South Australia 1992 New Zealand Queens 1991 South Australia 1999

North Queensland Queens 1992 Victoria Queens 1976



Victoria Queens 1971

Graeme’s first No. 1 Queens Badge

plus some of his 123 Badges

Graeme’s Queens Wins

1999 South Australia

1992 North Queensland

1992 South Australia

1991 New Zealand

1976 Victoria

1971 Victoria



New Zealand Queens - Ballinger Belt 1991

Winning after 7 attempts,

he was 3
rd

two years prior.

New Zealand in 2001 Graeme was interviewed in the

Upper Hut Rifle Club, as he had been competing at

Trentham Rifle Range since 1964 and stated;

“it was the best range in the world”.

“Hats off to Graeme”



Trentham New Zealand NRA Queens Final 1984

The “Fletcher Trophy” is open to overseas

competitors, the Bisley Bible states that; "which

becomes the property of the competitor winning it

three times". The prize is a Challenge Trophy which

was presented for the first time in 1928 by

Commander Sir Lionel Fletcher, C.B.E. R.N.R..

In 1993 Graeme Berman was the winner of the

Fletcher Trophy with a score of 75.9 for 15 shots

which is held concurrently with the Prince of Wales

competition. He was the only possible score, second

place being 74.13. Graeme achieved something that

not many, if any, competitor at Bisley has

ever achieved. This had created some dismay with

the then current Chairman of the NRA Colin

Cheshire, to allow the trophy to be taken home to

Australia. This trophy has pride of place in

Graeme's cabinet.

NRA Journal - Autumn 1987 Article

Graeme Berman takes the Fletcher Challenge

Cup as a reward for 30 straight bulls.



Graeme Berman had a number of successes during his yearly treks to Bisley.

He made the Grand Aggregate Top 50 on 11 occasions winning the Silver medal in 1984.

He had a score of 591, the winner had 594. The medal is proudly displayed in the

Mosman Neutral Bay club hut, which is the medal that was presented to Graeme.

He also made the Queens Final Top 100 on 11 occasions, which means he has 11 Bisley

Queens badges, a tremendous result. He also made the St Georges Top 25 Final on 6

occasions.

Australian Bi-Centenial 1988

at ANZAC Range, Malabar

3
rd

stage winner with 150.14

There were over 900 competitors

Graeme won 6
th

Badge in the Queens

St Georges

Top 50 Results

1976 - 18th

1981 - 12th

1984 - 25th

1985 - 12th

1996 - 7th

1999 - 15
th



2000 Bisley Queens Final - Top 100

Graeme with Mosman N’Bay club mates Karen & Wendy all making the Final 100



Trentham New Zealand with Club & Australian team member Ken Lee both in the top 3,

hard conditions with only one score over 70 out of 75



Commonwealth Games Trials 1992 for Commonwealth Games to be held Victoria, British Columbia in 1994

Graeme with some of the best shooters in Australia :-

Billy Martin, Spencer Dunstall, Bert Bowden, Geoff Grenfell, Andrew Powell, Neil Gibbins, Mark Buchanan, James Corbett



NSW Teams

Graeme represented NSW 15 times as a shooter and

coach in Merrett matches between 1970 to 1985,

winning on several occasions.

He received ‘baggy blue’ number 338.

1972 NSW State Team Canberra

Score board shows only 3 points down

Graeme with two Mosman Neutral Bay Club mates



1975 NSW State Team Belmont, Queensland for National Teams

Winners of the Bruce White Trophy

1973 NSW State Team Williamstown Victoria

1974 NSW State Team Pontville Tasmania



Another team full of legends



1985 NSW State Team to Swanbourne WA

Graeme was a coach with Reg Rowlands

And four Mosman N’Bay Club mates

Graeme was Coach for the 1984 winning “Merrett Match”

Graeme with four Mosman N’Bay Club mates

and a couple of legends



1970 Graeme’s first NSW State team

Letter to represent in South Australia



1995 National Queens Canberra and all the badge winners. Graeme in the centre as he came 2
nd

in the third stage.



1974 Australian Team Canberra

Australian Teams

Graeme was coach and Captain in Team matches for Australia at Bisley.

He represented in the Kolapore match on seven occasions, the first being

in 1974 as shooter then finishing in 2015 as Captain. He top-scored in the

winning 1976 team and shot again in the winning 1978 team shown below.

The Australian team also won the Empire (now Australia) match in each

of those years. He was Captain and Coach of the winning Australian team

in the Mackinnon match in 1996.

1976 Australian Team Bisley, winning the big triple,

Kolapore, Mackinnon and the Empire match



1974 Australian Bisley-Canada Team

1972 was the first time Graeme

competed at the Bisley Queens

where he finished 8
th.

Now in 1976 for his 2
nd

time to Bisley,

he is part of a 19-strong

Australian team.

August 1974 article :

Mr Graeme Berman who is part of the

Australian Rifle team arrived back

from Canada today. The team also

competed in England at Bisley in the

Queens’s Prize rifle shoot in which Mr

Berman came 13th

1974 Telegram from Mosman Members



1972 Australian Team Canberra

Pan Pacific Teams event between Australia, New Zealand & Canada

Captain Jim McIntosh holding trophy after winning. It had been 40yrs since this trophy had been presented

This teams match was held before the 1
st

NRA Queen



Pan Pacific Match 1974 at McIntosh Range Canberra

Pan Pacific Match 1975 at ANZAC Range

1974

Graeme was the best placed

Australian at Bisley, he smiles

as he collects part of

his reward …….

a kiss from his wife, Moire.

Graeme finished with the 3
rd

highest score

Article quote



Captain Graeme Berman - one of many times he was the captain for Australia. This team won with a record score.



2007 NSW Bisley Team Graeme was the Master Coach

2015 Australian Team, Graeme was team Captain for the Kolapore,

Team with their Bisley bling…

1996 Club Presentation dinner, where a photo of the

Australian Bisley team was unveiled in a presentation.

Graeme was the team Captain winning with a record score

2019 Australian Bisley Team



1972 Mosman N’Bay Commonwealth Match Winners with a Record Score

Thru the years …

Bisley

New Zealand

Tasmania



Graeme had participated in the

Kolapore Team in Bisley over the

following years:-

1974 Team was 2
nd

Graeme equal top scored with 145

1976 Team was 1
st

Graeme top scored with 149

Which was a record score

1978 Team was 1
ST

Graeme score was 146

1983 was a NSW team

Graeme was one of the coaches

1996 Team was 2
nd

Graeme was one of the coaches

2014 Team was 3
rd

Graeme was one of the coaches

2015 Team was 3
rd

Graeme was the Captain

Another Australian Bisley team Graeme

participated in was the Mackinnon

1974 Team was 2
nd

Graeme score was 91

1978 Team was 2
nd

Graeme score was 89

1996 Team was 1
st

Graeme was the Captain and coach

2014 Team

Graeme was the main coach

2015 Team

Graeme was the Captain

At Bisley

1974 Article



Graeme 1976 winning Queens Badge No 22

He was in the Australian team

Victorian Queens Win

North Shore Times Article 1971

Graeme and friends… Bisley Article 1984



1984 Bisley Graeme placed 2
nd

in the Grand Aggregate

Graeme made the Grand Aggregate Top 50 on 11 occasions

1974 - 6th

1976 - 9th

1978 - 18th

1979 - 7th

1981 - 24th

1982 - 7th

1983 - 16th

1984 - 2
nd

Silver Cross

1986 - 32nd

1990 - 16th

1996 - 34th

Graeme at Bisley 1976

1984 Australia Team to compete in the Empire Match

held at Cannon Hill, Belmont, Queensland



Graeme receiving a Top 100

Bisley Badge, you can just see in his hand

Winning a Bisley badge is a significant

achievement especially when you are starting with

1,200 competitors. Below are his 11 badge places:

1972 - 8th

1974 - 13th

1976 - 22nd

1981 - 4th

1982 - 80th

1985 - 72nd

1990 - 59th

1992 - 39th

1997 - 88th

1998 - 67th

1999 - 19th

A Couple of Interesting Highlights

1971

Winning Victorian Queens with an unusual record of not

using one sighter

1974

Canada - won a Badge in the Governor General, and

5
th

in the Grand Cross

1978

Bisley - won the Sudan Gold medal which is shot at 900y

& 1000y, plus 18th Grand Aggregate

1981

Competed in the first ever World Target Rifle

Championships at Bisley

1981

Bisley Queens 4th Badge, St Georges 12th and

Grand Aggregate 24th

1982 2
nd

in the NRAA Champion of Champions

1982

Competed in the World 300m Championships in

Venezuela after 1 weeks practice at Fort Benning, Georgia

Graeme with one of his Bisley trophies and Lt Colonel Larry Orpen-Smellie



Graeme with Frank McDermott & Jack Buchanan

Graeme with Ken Lee, most likely looking at the stats

Part of Graeme’s Mosman N’Bay Successes ….

Graeme Berman won the Open Club Championship 6 times the

first time in 1968 thru to 1994. His father Bert Berman won the

Small-bore (Miniature) Club Championship 5 times in a row

between 1935 to 1940, plus the Target Rifle (Open) Championship

once in 1948-49. Below is an article from 1968.



1988 Bi Centenary Sponsor 1
st

Stage Queens

Graeme makes another Cover 1991



Highlights of Graeme’s participation

in Club teams matches

1990 Cessnock Teams

1991 Cessnock Teams

A number of NSW Queens Teams

1975 Commonwealth Postal

Winning Team

1985 British Commonwealth Teams



Mini Palma Teams at Stockton over a number of years with Graeme and Frank McDermott

1985 Win

Bi-Centenary Queens 1988

All Australia Team Members or

a No 1 Mosman N’Bay Grade Team

Mosman Neutral Bay No 1 Grade Team

at 800m 2004 to win the MDRA Grade

Graeme mentioned to a club mate :-

2016 marked his 70 yrs of Grade

Competition. He was very proud of this fact.



1970 Central West DRA Championship Mudgee winning by 1 point, this Competition was the 2
nd

biggest in the State after the NSW Queens

1978 North Shore DRA Championships

Winning the Grand Aggregate with 220/220

1976-1977 Mosman N’Bay Club Championship Win

1992 New Zealand Queens

Club Teams

Graeme’s score at the last range

VVV5VVV



London Middlesex Club (Graeme was a “social” member)
Berman’s at Bisley 2010

Graeme & Frank McDermott

with their Bisley Trophies

1971 competing at the Short Range

Championships on the Ardmore Range in

Auckland NZ. Graeme is with the

President Mr Schollum

of the Auckland Rifle Association



Celebrating Mosman N’Bay 100
th

at Mosman Library

2004 Graeme was interviewed on the clubs results.

For 18 yrs straight the clubs A grade team had won the MDRA

championship, then outgunned for 2yrs. Then the A grade team redeemed

itself by winning the championship. Graeme who was still competing at

the age of 72 stated :- “It is a fantastic result and ranks as one of our best

moments in shooting”

Celebrating the 90
th

Anniversary in 2005 with lunch

Graeme gave a wonderful speech

Being presented … or presenting …

Mosman N’Bay Club Championship Trophies

2003 2022



100
th

Anniversary Dinner with a speech from the Club PresidentMosman Neutral Bay 100
th

Anniversary Dinner

March 2015

In 1989 Graeme became a Life members of the club, and

You can just see his badge

Graeme with Barry Combden, an old club member,

at the Mosman N’Bay 100
th

Dinner

Celebrating at the 100
th

Anniversary



1999 City Team Graeme and four club mates

Couple of Graeme’s winning moments

Stage Win in NSWA Queens Malabar Canberra

1995 at 300m Graeme shot a

50.10 then a 50.9



1994 Graeme with Reg Rowlands and their

‘baggy blue’

2010 Bisley with Bob Cadden

2007 Pontville Tasmania



Graeme at Canberra

For the 1997 NRA Queens, placing him 30
th

one of many leader boards he appeared on

Graeme in 1995 with Mosman N’Bay Members competing at Bisley

One of those many “Graeme stories” we all have …..



2011 Graeme & Karen with her Bisley Badge

1995 - NSW Queens

Graeme 7
th

Badge & Karen 8
th

Badge

In Bisley July 1976

The headlines

were :-

“ Undies Rifled At

Bisley! “



The culmination of his competitiveness :-

Qualified in the Club Championship each year for 28yrs

2017-2018 - Top scored on 3 occasions

2016-2017 - Top scored on 2 occasion

Won the 2016 Christmas Shoot

2015-2016 - Top scored on 3 occasions

Some of Graeme's NSW ‘Sargard’ winning teams

1974, 1975, 1983 & 2002

Graeme at the 2013 ACT Canberra Queens

Still competing in the following Queens

2016

Canberra

NSWRA - Malabar

2015

NSWRA - Malabar

Canberra

2014

Canberra

Tasmania

Won 3
rd

day aggregate



Some of Graeme's Mosman N’Bay Grade results with his MDRA winning Grade badges

Range 2002/3 2003/4 2004/5 2005/6 2006/7 2007/8 2008/9 2009/10 2010/11

300m 63.06 68.07 67.07 67.05 70.08 68.07 64.06

400m 65.04 70.08 69.06 69.05 69.03 70.09 70.04 69.05

500m 69.05 70.08 69.04 69.05 67.06 67.07 68.10 69.07

600m 70.08 69.08 67.04 67.07 69.04 69.09 70.07 69.03 70.05

700m 67.04 69.08 70.08 67.07 67.03 70.10 69.09 67.03

800m 67.06 70.09 70.05 63.03 67.06 59.04

Totals 401.33 416.48 412.34 272.24 339.21 409.46 275.27 403.35 201.14

The Team 1st 1st 1st 1st 1st 1st 1st 1st 1st

1998 Graeme in No 1 Grade Team at 700m

Club winning the 1997-98 MDRA Championships

2001 Graeme in No 1 Grade team at 700m

Club winning the 2000-01 MDRA Championships



Graeme contributions to our Sport

For many years Graeme served on the Metropolitan DRA Committee as

Treasurer and then on the NSWRA Council. Graeme was elected Chairman

of the NSWRA from 1976 to 79 and held the role of President of the

NSWRA in the 1990s. It was during this period that the Federal

Government raised a threat to the use of ANZAC Rifle Range by Rifle Clubs.

As President, Graeme was instrumental in negotiations that allowed the

NSWRA continued use during the period of discussion and court actions

taken. Graeme was later made an Honorary Vice President and Life

Member of the NSWRA. He was also a Director of Firearm Safety &

Training Council Ltd. He also volunteered at the Sydney 2000 Olympics,

collating the shooting results.

Family and Career

After school, Graeme studied Chemical Engineering

going on to a successful career in Australia and New

Zealand. He was later involved with Blackmore’s

pharmaceutical and health company and enjoyed the

fruits of its success. One story has it that Graeme

introduced Tiger Balm to Australia.

Graeme married Moire in 1956 and raised Peter and

Karen. In later life, Graeme and Moire enjoyed cruising

the world on the big ocean liners one being

the Queen Mary. Graeme was still scoring double

possibles in 2018, his last shoot with the club was in

February 2020. He then donated all his

gear to young shooters.



June 1998 Graeme and Karen both competed in the NSW Queens

finishing in the top 20, Graeme 5
th

and Karen 17
th

In a newspaper article Graeme stated:-

“it was good fun having his daughter at competitions.”

1975 Graeme with his 17 year old son Peter, spending Saturday

afternoons together shooting at ANZAC Range, Malabar.

Moire waiting with Graeme at Bisley to

compete in a shoot off in 1982

A wonderful “Marker”





Final Shot Ceremony at ANZAC Rifle Range 6
th

May 2023

‘Thank you everyone for attending this special final shot ceremony

for our good friend Graeme Berman. Interestingly Graeme was not a

fan of ceremonies like this. He thought Final Shot ceremonies

interrupted the days shooting, and he loved his shooting.

So, Graeme, we will be brief.’

Neil as MC said a few words on Graeme’s achievements and his

daughter Karen fired the final shot. There was a minutes silence to

provide an opportunity for all of us to reflect on our own personal

memories of Graeme and then

the target was lowered for the last time.

Graeme’s friends were invited to join the family in the

Mosman Neutral Bay club house for food and drinks,

something we know Graeme did enjoy.

We all miss Graeme’s presence on the mound and in the

clubhouses around the world

Links to the “Last Shot” on Mosman N’Bay web page

https://mosmanneutralbayrifleclub.com/final-shot-berman/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bh8pQM9QXJg

When news of Graeme's passing reached the UK,

their respect for him was demonstrated by the

flags on the NRA office in Bisley being

lowered to half-mast.

https://mosmanneutralbayrifleclub.com/final-shot-berman/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bh8pQM9QXJg


Photograph taken by his daughter Karen on Graeme’s 91
st

Birthday




